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THE FASTEST, -
MOST THRILLING
3D DRIVING GAME YET! ff’-
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Need to catch up in a hurry? Well, r P | +
just one press of your Turbo Button will .

leave your eyes in the back of your head!

BARRELLING THROUGH
THE Cl" STREETS, along the roughest of

dirt tracks and through busy tunnels — if you can hold
the line! The low life can run, but they can't hide ..

MATCHLESS
VIGILANTES

WIGH SCORE DISTAMCE @
SO oxzer 1 ST 107ian

l.l. nvnn.nnu: ron ll'l'lllll ST-AMIGA : ey
Ocean Software Limited - 6 Cen
e ) Telephone 061 832 6633 - Telgx: 66

F.




INTO YOUR

SIX INSPIRED | <aiiive,

action sequences put you in control
of Elliot Ness’s elite squad of crime-busters,

ALLEYWAY SHOOTOUTS,
THE BORDER RAID,

D, The Railway Station confrontation and
Warehouse bust culminating in the
bé thrilling denouement of a

ROOFTOP DUEL

as you re-live the knife edge * Wi
existence of Ness in his struggle
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The Hi-jack report came from a DC10 leaving Paris for Boston -Arab
T ITO guerillas were in control of flight 102 and had turned the aircraft towards
Africa...The plane lands in hostile territory and the terrorists begin
A their demands...
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THIS MONTH’S COVER
DISK FEATURES THE
WONDERFUL ANLST - A
COMPLETE ANIMATION
PACKAGE THAT USED TO
COST £80. WE GET YOU
STARTED ..............27
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(== ¢ mmortality. Legend has it that the secret is hidden
4 in the Throne Room of the Great Castle atop
Dwarf Mountain at the centre of the land of Anrea.

Breed a fighting force of dragons and conquer the villages
of Anrea. Collect taxes and buy magic ingredients from
passing traders to cast spells. Finally, complete the
Talisman that guides you to your ultimate goal.

Dragons Breath. A Fantasy Strategy game for up to
three people.




STE FUTURE
BRIGHTENS

the STE, ST Format can reveal that all is

not lost with Atari's latest baby. Software
houses are beginning to join the burgeoning
band of programmers converting their software
for use on the STE.
W Popular programming team Codemasters
have converted their pop industry spoof Rock
Star Ate My Hamster to take advantage of the
STE's graphics and sound capabilities.

Codemasters have adopted a novel drop-
down menu system to enable users to select
the STE's enhanced graphics and sound. STFM
owners can simply play the game as it is. The
changes will undoubtedly inject much-needed
interest in the flagging game.
B French coders Titus' latest release includes
a special version for the STE, and Future Wars
from Palace has also been made fully
compatible.
M And Microdeal's Canvas (a demo of which is
on next month's ST Format Cover Disk) is the
first graphics package to take advantage of the
STE's improved colour range.

These conversions point to a fully software
compatible STE by the early summer.

ollowing all the doom and gloom stories
F detailing the incompatibility problems of

RESOLUTION GLITCH RESOLVED
Another problem associated with the STE is its
inability to boot in medium resolution. Many
programs such as word processors,
spreadsheets and PD applications take
advantage of medium resolution in order to
provide high resolution displays on colour
televisions and monitors. Unfortunately, the
STE boots into high or low res only, completely
ignoring Desktop information files to the
contrary. Luckily this problem was one which
Atari quickly discovered and have released a
software patch into the public domain,
effectively curing the problem. Simply including
the fragment of code on a disk enables the

machine to be booted into medium resolution.

Many PD libraries such as Softville (0705
266509) have the patch, but to save you going
to the trouble of ordering and waiting for a PD
disk to be dispatched, we will include the utility
on issue 9's Cover Disk. If you're desperate for
an immediate cure, consult the Desktop pages
in this issue which contain details of an
ammendment you can make to the
DESKTOP.INF file,

GST DENY PROBLEMS
As well as games, several top-selling serious
software packages are alleged not to run
correctly on the STE, probably the most
notable of which is the 1st Word Plus word
processor from GST. Many ST owners use the
package, but some STE owners have reported
problems with strange combinations of

H A fully compatible future for the STE?

characters appearing on screen. GST have
made preliminary investigations into the
problem but have yet to find anything wrong.
“We've tested the program with the STE but
haven't found any problems”, said GST
developer David Yemeralski, “we would like to
hear from anyone experiencing difficulties.” If
you've tried unsuccessfully to run 1st Word
Plus on the STE call GST on 0480 496789,

“WHY WON’T MY GAME RUN ON THE STE?”

To get the most out of a machine the game programmers tend to drive the hardware directly
(writes Don Maple). This, in turn, makes the programs extremely sensitive to any changes in
hardware. And, you guessed it, that's exactly what's happening now.

The STE contains a number of new chips whose registers are sprinkled amongst the
existing ST registers. The first catch is that if these new regjsters are not correctly initialised an
ST program may not run. Conversely, when an ST program inadvertently writes to an address,
which on the ST has no effect, this may produces undesirable results on the STE. Because
these addresses have no effect on the ST the programmer may not even be aware of this
runaway code.

But even if the programming is clean, the next stumbling block is the screen address itself.
On the ST this address is specified using only two bytes. The third - low - byte is always
assumed to be zero which is why the ST screen has to be on a $100 (256) byte boundary, The
STE, on the other hand, will allow this third byte to be set in order to provide smooth scralling.
An ST program will not initialise this STE register causing two problems. One, if the register
contains an odd number — bang - address error! Two, if the register contains an even value
other than zero — wham - the picture is not aligned producing an image similar to a bad
horizontal hold.

And then there are colours! The STE palette contains 4096 colours which is achieved by
adding a fourth bit to each RGE component. If an ST program does not explicitly clear this bit,
the resulting STE colour may be random.

NEWS

COMMENT
BETTER A
TURKEY THAN
A DINOSAUR

Great mysteries of the universe. How Is it
Michael Barrymore is so popular? Why do
the other queues always move faster than
yours? How come the best albums never
quite fit onto one side of a C807 And, most
batfling of all, how do Atari always contrive
to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory?

Imagine it. You have, ready for launch, a
long overdue upgrade to the base level ST.
You unveil it in Germany one month; hide it
from an eager public at the year's biggest
computer show in Britain the next; and
finally release it, quite unexpectedly and
without fanfare, in the weeks just before
Christmas.

CREST OF A SLUMP

Then, in a quite extraordinary turn of events,
the new upgrade machine fails to run
dozens of top games, thereby ensuring a
certain triumph is turned into disaster. It's
quite something to be able to opan your
mouth, put your foot in it and then shoot the
foot.

For the whole sorry story, see page 11.
Briefly, the implications are that a large
proportion of STEs should be selling to
people who already own STs, but who
certainly aren’t going to be pleased to find
that their expensive software library Is
suddenly decimated. Neither the people
upgrading from 8-bit Spectrums and CPCs
nor those new to computing are going to be
overly impressed with a machine whose
main claim to fame Is its nomination as
Christmas 1989's biggest turkey.

We here at ST Format have been
inundated these past few weeks with
bewildered, frustrated and in some cases
furious readers who ordered an ST and
opened the box to find an STE. They didn't
order one, they didn't expect one, and, now
they've seen what happens when they try
and load games on It, they certainly don't
want one. -

DON'T DESPAIR

If, as Denis Norden is wont to say, you are
one of those people, do not despair. There's
nothing wrong with your STE. In a few
months Atari are expected to relaunch the
machine, by which time all software houses
will be eager to stress their new games are
fully STE compatible. They will soon be
releasing titles taking advantages of the
STE's enhanced sound and graphics.

In the meantime this Is hardly much
help. Take consolation In the fact that at
least you're able to upgrade: better a turkey
than a dinosaur. Atari clearly intend the ST
should be a key player in the home
computer market for some years to come,
and that in itself is good news. We can only
hope against hope that the lessons of this
bizarre tale have been learned.

ST FORMAT 7



NEWS

XENON

CRASH!
P

ortsmouth-based mail order company
Xenon Technologies have crashed
spectacularly, leaving 17-year old
proprietor Stephen Lee floundering in a sea of
debt. Accountants currently examining Xenon's
books say that customers will be partially
reimbursed if any cash remains. They stress
however that customers will lose money.

Problems started when stocks failed to
arrive at Xenon's premises on time, causing a
severe cash-flow problem. Kingston CID have
stated that they know of no criminal intent
surrounding the collapse. Lee “cocked up his
business” said a police spokesman: “if the
accounts suggest that he has done something
wrong then we will investigate, but he appears
to have kept well organised books.”

Meanwhile Lee's Father is sending letters to
all those awaiting goods and is ensuring that
cheques and postal orders sent since
December 24 will not be cashed. Police advise
that anyone who has sent money to the

B Xenon Technologies: Gone bust!

company should “sit tight” and hope for the
best.

If you sent a cheque since the 24th
December it will not be cashed, but due to
accountancy investigations neither will it be
returned. Contact your bank and cancel the
cheque. Postal orders sent after the 24th will
be returned. If you're still waiting contact Xenon.

If your order was sent before December
24th, write to the company at Xenon
Technology, 71 Wadham Road, Northend,
Portsmouth PO2 9ED. You will receive an
explanatory letter but may not be reimbursed.
And don't order anything new from Xenon!

CYBER
- CUTS

Electric Distribution have announced price
cuts across the popular Cyber range of
products. A tofal of 14 Antic products have
been reduced including Cyber Studio, Cyber
Paint and Cyber Control as well as the human,
architectural and future design bolt-on disks.
Reductions range from £10 to £30
providing a significant increase in value for
money. Two Migraph products, Easy Draw 2
and Supercharged Easy Draw 2 have been cut
by £30 and £20 respectively. In addition,
Data Manager Professional from Timeworks is
reduced from £69.95 to £39.95. Electric
Distribution are contactable on 0480 496666.

e E—
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CITIZEN GETS SET UP

Printers can be a hazardous stumbling block
for novice and experienced computer users
alike. Rarely can you simply plug the device
into your ST, switch on and print, Software has
to be configured, printer drivers chosen, dip
switches flicked and by the time the printer's
finally ready to do its stuff, you could have
written a small novel by hand. But now,
respected printer manufacturers Citizen are set
to wipe away problems at a stroke with their
latest gizmo, the ProDisk24.

ProDisk24 is supplied free of charge with
the Citizen ProDot24 printer. Contained on the
disk are five utility programs designed to get
you up and printing with the minimum of
tinkering. The programs include a printer set
up program, explanation of printer options and
utilities providing greater control of available
options. They are menu driven making them
simple to use for even the most hardened
techno-phobe. Take advantage of a trouble free
set-up and call Citizen on 0895 72621.

B An easy printer set up with ProDisk24

® If you're a prospective
SEUCKer frantically trying to boot
up the Shoot-em-up Construction
Kit, forget it. For Palace have just
announced an error in the
program's duplication which
successfully stops owners from

Instructions included with
SEUCK tell users to switch on
their ST, insert the first disk and
double-click on the resulting
program icon on the Desktop. In
fact, the icon never appears. What
you have to do, in fact, is insert
the disk before applying power lo
the ST. Switch on and the program
will boot. If you have problems,
Palace will be exceedingly pleased
to help you on 01 278 0751. :
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

H Is your mouse on its last legs?
Are slow pointer movement and
sluggish buttons leading to a
marked lack of activity on your
Desktop? Basildon mouse experts
Romulus Gata Systems have the
answer.

an all inclusive price of
£5.95 Romulous will replace the
switch huttons, clean the rollers
(squeaky clean?) and lead and
repair any broken internal
components.

For £8.50, your mouse will
receive all of the above and a new
lead.

Contact Romulus Data
Systems at 44 Ayletts, Basildon,
Essex SS14 1UL. Tell 'em ST
Format sent you.

B Remember when Paradise Com-

orders? The company that spells
tacky with a capital T are now giv-
ing away free Easter eggs in a bid
to win your custom. All orders
over £6 sent before Easter will be
accompanied by the chocolate
necessaries.

Paradise regain a modicum of
credibility, however, by including
STE compatibility details with
their catalogues and testing their
full range with the latest Atari
machine.

Free catalogues can be
obtained by sending a 28p SAE to
Paradise Computers, 9 Westfield
Crescent, Brighton BN1 8JB.

B ST DTPers feeling they've been
pushed out into the cold by the
Apple Macintosh, the IBM PC and
their expensive suites of
publishing applications can take
heart in the latest DTP package
sales figures. A survey has shown
that Timeworks Publisher has a
34% share of the micro DTP
market compared with the Mac’s
Pagemaker at 22%, Quark Xpress
at 3% and the PC’s Ventura and
PageMaker at 13% and 15%

H Finally, Digita International wish
it known that they use
“Environment Friendly” paper in
all their packaging, manuals znd
press releases. So there!



ATARI HAND-HELD
SHOWN AT TOY FAIR

tari UK finally showed the Lynx hand-
A held games computer at the British

Toy Fair in January. Primarily a trade
event, the Toy Fair was a springboard for an
Atari onslaught on the gift-buying public next
autumn.

No official release date has been set for
the hand-held games console and Atari were
being noticeably reticent about the possibility
of a launch date at the fair. However, an Atari
spokesman has assured that “...the Lynx will
be launched this year and that it will be one of
the fastest selling items in this country next
Christmas.”

Atari have asserted that it's not in their
interest to reveal release and pricing schedules
due to the large amount of competition from

machines such as the Nintendo Gameboy.
When pressed, Atari say that they have noted
“a number of rumours of a price around £149"
and that they have “found this price acceptable
to high street multiples’ buyers.”

COMPETITION NEWS

There were more competitions than mistakes in
January’s ST Format, nearly. The winning entries,
pulled from the box with all the ceremonial
pomposity the office junior could muster (ie not
much), have won prizes ranging from Ferrari F-40s
(ahem, models) to a relaxing Murder Weekend, top
quality camera equipment and foot-stomping CDs.
And the winners are:

Hard Drivin": David Mcintyre from Edinburgh, S.L
Jones from Cardiff, Nigel Crooks from Yorkshire,
John Dodds from East Lothian, and Peter Whittaker
from Leamington Spa.

Photofile: Ken Parker from Nottingham.

Hound of Shadow: Matthew Turtle from
Cirencester.

Play It Again Sam: Paul Deverill and J.A Collins
from Redditch, Colin Potter from Yorkshire, M.C.
Ritchie from London, Miss K Roberts from
Bromsgrove, Richard Hope from Crawley, Adam
Jones from Croydon, Steve Boyd from Glasgow,
Clare Turner from Halifax and the aptly named Mr
and Mrs Strange from Luton.

Everyone who wisely bought an ST last autumn
found a special edition of ST Format snuggled
inside the box and a bumper prize offered in the ST
Format Powerpack Competition - Atari are
generously giving away a year's supply of software.
The lucky winner of every single game Atari release
this year is... Miss H. Fossett from Romford!

B The Lynx at the British Toy Fair

CHRISTMAS
CHEER FOR ST

As Gallup figures are published for the crucial
Christmas period, it's clear that it was a very
good Yuletide indeed for ST software sales.

As for the “all important® number one spot,
that honour went to Domark’s Hard Drivin'. It
was late appearing and doesn't make the chart
at all for the whole December period, but
stormed in to take the number one spot. Even
more unexpected was the sudden arrival of
Chaos Strikes Back, Mirrorsoft's Dungeon
Master data disk. Most extraordinary of all is
Robocop's apparently permanent residency in
the charts, occupying the number ten spot
almost a year after it zoomed to number one.

The ST best seller in December as a whole
was Chase HQ, hotly pursued by Batman.

ST TOP TEN (fortnight ending 30/12/'89)
1. Hard Drivin' - Domark

2. Chaos Strikes Back — Mirrorsoft
3. Batman - Ocean

4. Chase HQ - Ocean

5. Ghouls and Ghosts - US Gold
6. Ghosthusters Il - Activision
7. Bomber - Activision

8. Untouchables - Ocean

9. Turbo Outrun - US Gold

10. Robocop - Ocean

STEREO
SOUND ON
THE ST

Much is made of the Commodore Amiga and its
stereo sound capabilities. The new STE
provides stereo sound — assuming of course
that the software you're running is programmed
for stereo (and runs!) — but what about STFM
owners still suffering dull mono? Just for you
Saxon Electronic Supplies have created an add-
on “black box,” the Dimension 1, enabling an
STM/STFM to produce stunning stereo effects.

Placed between the computer and monitor,
the Dimension 1 connects to a domestic stereo
amplifier (or one of those little 2 watts-per-
channel gizmos that a certain high street box-
shifter sells) and provides stereo effects from
standard mono sound signals emitted from the
ST. Games benefit immensely from the new
device and do not need to be programmed
specifically to support stereo reproduction.

“Hours of stereo funl” claims the packaging
spiel. If this is for you, Dimension 1 costs
£32.50 and is available from Saxon Electronic
Supplies on 0455 251197.
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NOT ALL PUBLIC DOMAIN
LIBRARIES ARE THE SAME

Thousands of ST users already know, so why don't you discover the
difference and send for the latest free catalogue from
Goodman Enterprises.

Now firmly established as one of the leading suppliers of Public
Domain and Shareware for the Atari ST.

Send a first class stamp or telephone for further details.

New "So What" demo from the Care Bears available NOW!
(Compatible with the STE)

GOODMAN ENTERPRISES
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate
Longton, Stoke-on-Trent
ST3 1SW

5] 0782-335650

A typing tutor for the young and not so young. Ladies, do youf:
want to return to the modern office but are unsure about your
keyboard skills? Brush them up at home. The kids can enjoy
the "Shoot 'em up® game to improve their skills and speeds.

:210Only £14.95, or direct from us at £15.45 inc P & P.

%1 Also JIGSPELL, the spelling support program, FIRST PAINT
ijand STAGE 2, our well established graphics packages, and
(*imany more. Send for our full list.
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MUSIC MACHINE

THE DIGITAL MUSIC MACHINE

THE POWER OF A MUSlC SYNTHESISER IN YOUR ST

istfruments to be played back at the same tlrne Duartel turns your ST into a real musicalf '.-
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professional pio raﬂ'!d musicians, with systems costing hundreds of ti
YOU CAN:

B the four scrolling staves by either input from the mouse or
€nt connected to your Atari ST's Midi ports
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se your own music for your
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14 h Microdeal's "REPLAY" &
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\your Television, Monitor. ofor|really. b
Y Classical” to “Modern”, ﬂ'eethoven to

Aty playback through “REPLAY"
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e processoraﬂowq filtering and repeating

memory at one time ; * Full MIDI compatibility if you own a Midi ks
felevision. Monitor or Microdeal's “REPLAY” * Digital processing software to change the pi
0 sampled musical instruments and sounds * Also supports "REPLAY" professional

LAY or any popular sampler
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any of the sviously recorded.

Instrument held.in Quartets memory can be replayed o

© MICRODEAL 1990

'QUARTET MAIN SCREEN ALL RIGHTS RESERVED DIGITAL PROCESSING
SOFTWARE

QUARTET ORDER FORM
Quartet is £49.95 post & packing £1 (all prices inc V.A.T.)

:‘:’TP':'IOII! BY POST: with Cheque - Postal Order - or Credit Card
CREDIT CARDS

BN =2

Please allow 28 days for delivery
Send to: Microdeal - PO Box 68 - St Austell - Cornwall - England - PL25 4YB
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he STE was going to be an Amiga-beat-
I ing computer: a machine capable of
quite stunning graphics and sound, fast
computation, yet priced at a level everyone
could afford. Instead of the usual rannygazoo
surrounding computer launches, the STE
sneaked out of Atari's back door and was dis-
covered by - instead of being forced upon -
unsuspecting journalists.

News of the STE's imminent release was
reported in the the press and, with the excep-
tion of one or two disgruntled programmers air-
ing “it won't be supported” views, the machine
became popular enough for enthusiasts to wait
with baited breath. Rumours about price and
availability were rife and everyone wondered
whether they could afford to junk their existing
ST and upgrade to Atari's latest baby.

Then quite without warning, reports of STEs
on shelves started rolling in. The 1040
appeared first, with the 520 following swiftly on
its heels. What started as a drip became a

LS

NEWS special

The new enhanced ST was going to conquer
the world, but instead became Christmas 89’s
biggest turkey. We devote a special news
feature to the continuing saga of Atari’s

STE fiasco

flood, and by Christmas 1989 even the high

street box-shifters had
bulging with STE silicon.
Quiet releases are often used by computer
manufacturers attempting to ward off criticism
provoked by excessive “crash-bang” advertising
campaigns — the maxim is that if you don't set
yourself up, then you can't be knocked down.
Unfortunately, during the hands-on review
stage, it appears that no-one bothered to test

shelves positively

STORY Jerry Glenwright

the machine for compatibility with existing soft-
ware. When Atari released the 1.09 TOS ver-
sion a couple of years ago, many PD and “quick
‘n" dirty” programs failed to run. PD libraries
made note of this in their catalogues so that
TOS 1.09 owners could avoid these programs.
The STE had a significant TOS upgrade in ver-
sion 1.6 — was it still compatible? It didn't take
long to realise that it wasn't. Gamers, public
domain libraries and software houses quickly
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20 games wouldn't run on the STE and had
asked a major distributor to compile a list of
incompatible software. They also released a
software patch into the public domain to com-
bat the medium resolution booting bug.

Leading software houses found their fore-
most titles refusing to load and run on the new
machine. Electronic Arts, Digital Integration, US
Gold, Microprose and Mirrorsoft all had to re-
write existing games. Some titles deemed to be
at the end of their shelf life were not updated.
Mirrorsoft's Speedball and Electronic Art's Arc-
tic Fox both fell by the wayside. But top sellers
Ghouls ‘n" Ghosts, Strider and New Zealand
Story were examined and re-programmed within
days of recognising the problem.

The main complaint from software houses
was the lack of time they'd had to use the
machine before it went on sale. Microprose
spokesman Martin Moth voiced a common feel-
ing: “The stupid thing about the STE is the
amount of time we've been given by Atari. We
couldn't forsee this coming because we didn't
get our STE delivered early enough.”
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Atari are doggedly denying STE compatibil-
ity problems. The company line is that if pro-
grammers had stuck to programming
guidelines none of the problems would have
arisen. Bob Katz is obstinately playing down the
fiasco: “We estimate that about five per cent of
ST games won't run on the STE. That's about
usual with any kind of upgrade. This comes
from programmers jumping in and expecting to
find everything in the same place in the memory

map as before.”

As ST Format went to press, rumours
about a possible recall of the STE were being
emphatically denied by Atari. We'll continue to
provide readers with updates detailing the on-
going STE incompatibility story, but advise
existing STE owners to hang on to their
machines. The STE is a superior-specified, qual-
ity computer that will soon receive the attention
it so richly deserves from software houses. W



















































































































































































































































































































































