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THE FASTEST,
MOST THRILLING,

3DDRIVING GAME YET! |

Take the wheel of your turbo- |

charged Porsche as you and your

partner go in pursuit of dangerous :

criminals all driving an evil array of
souped-up roadsters.

TUREBO BOOS'I'!

Need to catch up in a hurry? Well,
just one press of your Turbo
Button will leave your

eyes in the back

of your head!

BARRELLIN
THROUGH
THE CITY STREETS, °

along the roughest of dirt tracks and
through busy tunnels — if you can hold

the line! The low life can CHASEH
run, but they can't hide .. .Q
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ATARI ANNOUNCE
DISMAL RESULTS

Atari have just announced their latest financial
figures for the third quarter of this year — and
pretty poor they are too.

For the period ending 30th September,
Atari's net sales were $81.4 million, with a net
loss of $5.4 million. Compared to the same
period last year, when net sales totalled S98.8
million with a net profit $0.9 million, the
financial results are hardly encouraging.

Atari are attempting to reverse the trend in
falling sales, however, by launching many new
praducts such as the Megafile 44 removable
hard drive, the Portfolio hand-held MS-DOS
compatible computer and of course, the STE
upgrades.

In the States Atari have high hopes for their
handheld Lynx consale, which is expected to
cost about £250 in this country.

SAVE £80 ON ST
SOFTWARE!

Fancy a copy of Aegis Animator for free?
Previously available for £80, the popular
animation program has just been released
into the public domain. That means you
can have your very own copy for just two
or three pounds - the price of the disk.

The program has been on sale in
America for several years, but author Jim
Kent was extremely unhappy about the
financial performance under the Aegis
handling. Kent decided to secure the
rights to the program and release it into
the public domain.

“He was worried that people weren't
able to get hold of the program,” said
Martyn Dryden of the Southwest Software
Library. “It wasn't being pushed through.
He just realised that as PD, it'll make him
the same money as a commercial
program - nothing.”

To emphasize the re-launch the
animator has been renamed Ani-ST and is
available from PD libraries around the
country.

L 2 v

B Ani-ST: was £80, now just the price of a
disk!
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B The upgraded ST makes its appearance at last

UK FINALLY
SEES 1040STE
520 UPGRADE IS NEXT

tari have begun shipping supplies of
the upgraded 1040, the STE, into
the UK. The machine is priced at

£499 - the current price of the 1040ST, with
special pack prices remaining the same. And at
the massive Comdex Show in the States, a
520STE was unveiled.

What is odd about the timing of both
moves is that Atari have failed to take
advantage of the crucially important Christmas
rush. Despite stories floated in the trade press
that stocks of the ST are running low and Atari
are having to air-freight in replacements, it's
generally thought that this has not been the
ST's busiest Chrisimas.

The new ST has not been very warmly
received, with the majority of programmers
who have had development machines
expressing indifference about its performance.
It is not yet clear that software that takes
advantage of the new machines abilities will
appear in any large quantity, as long as the
majority of users have the lower spec
machines currently on sale.

NEW YEAR RESOLUTION
When questioned about the benefits to be had
from the STE without specialist software to
support it, an Atari spokesperson said, “We're
finding that 1040s are being used for business
applications mainly, and it's also very strong in

the music market.

‘To be honest, at the moment the
advantage to the end user is pretty transparent
because the software applications that make
full use of the STE aren't really available yet."
Asked about when new software would appear
Atari said “in the first quarter of next year.”

First shown in Dusseldorf at the end of the
summer the 1040 STE has an improved colour
palette, a stereo 8-bit DMA sound chip, and two
new game controller ports.

INTO THE 90s
The upgraded 520, meanwhile, is unlikely to
appear in any large numbers until well into
1990. Identical to the 1040STE except for
lower RAM, it offers all the superior
specifications of its larger stablemate but at an
affordable price.

The STE is supplied complete with a blitter
chip, considerably improving graphics and
speed, as well as offering a larger palette of
colours - although, disappointingly, the
machine can still only display 16 colours at one
time. :

The lower entry-level STE is priced at £299
for the basic machine and £399 with bundied
software.

W You can read more about Atari's hopes
for the STE in our special "Into the 90s”
feature beginning on page 18.



NEW FLEET
STREET TAKES

ON MIGHT OF
CALAMUS

M irrorsoft's Fleet Street - the popular
desktop publishing package for home
and small business users — has been
upgraded to what is claimed to be
‘professional quality.”

Fleet Street Il addresses many of the
criticisms aimed at its predescessor and offers
a range of remarkable new features that enable
users to produce guality publications.

Arguably the upgraded program's most
powerful new function is its ability to make use
of the Ultrascript printing standard, thereby
enabling PostScript prepared documents to be
reproduced on non-PostScript printers with
amazing clarity and guality. Even 9-pin dot
matrix machines can print PostScript files at
high resolution. This is an excellent
enhancement that dramatically improves the
quality of output that can be achieved on a
budget printer.

SCAN DELIVERED
Another warmly welcomed feature is the new
scanning option that takes pictures scanned at
relatively low resolutions such as 200 dots per
inch using cheap hand scanners, then re-scales
them in size and resolution to produce results
of almost photographic quality.

ST MAKES
HARD SUMS
EASIER

Educational software specialists LCL have
recently announced a complete range of GCSE
software designed to take you from the basics
to a full understanding of a given subject.

The series kicks off with Micro Maths, a 24
program, two book package which starts at
school entrance level and goes right up to
GCSE. A step by step A level course, Mega
Maths, is expected to be released soon.

Micro Maths costs £24 and can be
obtained from LCL on 0491 579345.

B LCL say: "If you don't enjoy our maths
courses we'll eat your hat”

Frame grouping, text wrapping around
regular and irregular objects and vertical
justification make Fleet Street lll one of the
most comprehensive DTP solutions on the
market.

Fleet Street Il costs £199 (or £100 to
upgrade existing versions). Contact Mirrorsoft
on 01 928 1454,

Mirrorsoft are boldly proclaiming FSIl as a
new challenger to Calamus’ hitherto
unassailable position as the DTP package for
the ST - a claim we put to the test in this issue
(see massive six page review beginning on
page 82).
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B The all new Fleet Street lI: is it really
up to a fight with Calamus?

NEWS

OF MICE
AND MEN

Question: what do the Atari ST,
Commodore Amiga and Amstrad PC have
in common? Answer: a brand new mouse
from Jersey-based electronics company
Naksha that works with all three without
modification.

The new mouse features super slim
design and ultra high resolution

B Naksha's better mouse trap?

electronics that enable you to move the
ST cursor from one side of the screen to
the other with just a flick of the wrist.

There's a high quality combined
mouse mat/cutting pad and a plastic
“mouse house” to store your new rodent
in, when not in use.

The Naksha mouse comes in two
configurations. With DelLuxe Paint Il and a
pop-up menu maker priced £79; or as a
cut-down package consisting of the
mouse, mat and house for a reasonable
£39.95. Naksha can be contacted on
0925 56398.

H There's a full review of the new Naksha
mouse in next month’s ST Format.

HIGHLAND FLING

Livingston recently played host to the First
Scottish Micro Show. Packed with Atarirelated
products our man-on-the-spot Stuart Low was
there...

* Dynamic new Scottish company BBDP
Electronics grasped the opportunity to launch
their revolutionary new DMA Splitter. This is a
unigue device which attaches to the Atari DMA
port and provides connection facilities for up to
eight other devices. Priced at £59.95 the
Splitter should be available from distributors
Frontier in the New Year.

* BBDP Electronics also exhibited their DMA
Host Adaptor board which facilitates the
connection of a hard drive to the ST using
either an embedded or separate SCSI
controller board. By dropping the usual integral
clock from the board, BBDP have managed to
beat down the price to £49.95. The company
can be contacted on 0383 881 768.

* For those interested in radio
communications, Boscad LTD launched their
morse code tutor. Costing £29.99, Morse

Master works with all STs in both medium and
high resolution. Contact Boscad on 0383
729584

* Rombo showed off their upgraded video
digitiser Vid-ST. V1.28 now enables digitised
images to be output on any Epson compatible
printer. Rombo can be reached on 0506
414631

» And for those who spend spare hours leafing
through electronic disk magazines devoted to
their favourite machine, Lou Nisbet
demonstrated his publication the Music Matrix,
a disk-based publication aimed at professional
musos. The magazines contains lots of MIDI
public domain software.

Music Matrix is put together using similar
formatting techniques as ST Format's Cover
Disk, meaning that subscribers get more
programs and even better value for money. To
subscribe to Music Matrix call the magazine on
0592 714 887

The show attracted a high level of interest
from the Scottish computing community and a
sequel is planned for next year.

ST FORMAT 7



NEWS

SCRIPT SETS NEW
STANDARD

K software suppliers Signa
U Publishing, well known for their

excellent desktop publishing
package Calamus, are releasing Script, a
word processor that Format predicts will
become the standard by which all others
are judged.

The program features a user interface
similar to the incredibly popular MacWrite
for the Apple machine. Text blocks can be
highlighted easily with the mouse and

Scrigt  File Edit Forat Foat Retribote Pacsseter Optice
I

o (B A BTEI - Iz
¥

i J ' ] 3
) geng =00 T

B A brief glimpse of the new Script word

processor from Signa - tipped by those in
the know as the one by which the others
will be judged

replaced with a single keystroke, a variety
of fonts can be loaded and assigned to
function keys and the look and feel of the
program is friendly and easy to learn.

The ST has specifications which can
surpass almost every other small
computer on the market, but until now it
has suffered from a severe lack of quality
business and productivity software. This is
one of many signs that that is changing.

While machines such as Apple's
Macintosh have become the business-
person's best friend (after luncheon
vouchers and executive toys, that is) the
ST has had to wait in the wings, powerful
and able, but overlooked - until the arrival
of Script.

Like many of Signa's products, Script
emanates from Germany where the ST is
regarded as a superior machine for both
leisure and serious purposes.

Script should be available by the time
you read this, and should cost between
£70 and £80. Contact Signa Publishing on
0252 341600.

B Look out for the definitive review of
Script in next month’s Format.

FORMAT ON
THE MOVE

Britain's fastest growing publishing company
are moving up in the world. Future Publishing
Ltd, publishers of that astonishingly tremendous
magazine ST Format and, at last count, seven
other nearly as good titles, is taking leave of
dear old Queen St. We're moving to plush
exclusive brand new exquisitely situated
executive leather bound hand tooled gold
blocked environmentally friendly offices at
Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street,
Bath, Avon BAl 2AP. Telephone 0225
442244. By the time you read this we hope to
be safely installed at this new address.
Complimentary remarks and large sums of
money should be addressed to us at Beauford
Court: complaints and such can be sent to our
abandoned Queen St abode.

FERRARI F1
COMP WINNER

The winner of November's Ferrari FI
competition is Mark Rodway of Gloucester,
whose desperate-sounding, last minute entry
has won him and a friend an all-expenses paid
day out at Brands Hatch racing round the
famous circuit at mind-boggling speeds in the
safe hands of experts. Well, not in their hands
exactly, but you know what we mean, we hope.

NEW SHOW PULLS IN THE SHOPPERS

establishments.

By Adam Waring

The first Computer Shopper Show,
held at Alexander Palace, was a
monster success - unless you
were among those turned away on
the Sunday afternoon. Some
27,000 visitors attended, and so
busy did it get that the organisers,
Database Exhibitions, were obliged
to advertise on Capital Radio beg-
ging people not to turn up! Despite
the heavy emphasis on bargain
hunting, however, plenty of ST
products were premiered.

B Newstar unveiled Navigator
Plus, an Autoroute clone with
greatly enhanced graphics. When it
arrives on the ST in the next few
months it's likely to cost around

B Rombo were concentrating on
their £100 Video Digitizer, which
allows you to import mono images
from a wideo camera or recorder.
It's a very fast real time frame
grabber, and has all sorts of clever
features. Once you have the
picture in memory you can import
them into an art package. It's ideal
for creating animation sequences
and desktop video.

B Direct Digital Distribution
launched the first commercially
available optical re-writeable disk.
Initially for available for a games
machine called the Amiga, it
should be available for the ST
soon. Problems arise because the
ST TOS has a physical 32

partitions, so specific software has
to be written for the ST. The
device, a direct replacement for a
hard drive, has more in common
with compact disks than the
magnetic medium more commonly
used for data storage on
computers. A specially designed
interface connects the Sony drive
mechanism to the computer, and
boasts a massive 650 meg
storage capacity. The price 15
massive too, costing £4,900 for
the unit, and £350 per additional
disk, putting it well out of reach of
most home users. It works out
cheaper in price per MByte,
though, and is aimed at the
animation and audio markets, as

W B Bytes/Kidsoft were showing
their £24.95 database program,
SuperCard.

B And Romantic Robot launched a
£30 ST trackerball.

B Mission Software were showing
off a pre-production version of
Dominion, clamed to be “the Elite
of the future.” Programmer and
boss of Mission Software Andrew
Walrond described it as having
“The graphics of Starglider and the
gameplay of Elite — only three
times as much®™ One of the game's
innovative features is that up to
eight computers can be networked
together, so players can shoot
each other, dock each other's

£300.

megabyte file limit on drive

well as the

educational

space craft and trade.

NEWS IN BRIEF... NEWS IN BRIEF... NEWS IN BRIEF...NEWS

B Bad news dept: as B-bit budget kings
CodeMasters put together a CPC, Speccy and
Commodore 64 CD drive interface, CD-ROM
{sort of) and 3MBytes of games all for 20 quid,
you may find yourself wondering just how
long it's going to be before it's available for ST
owners? Format hears that a breath-waiting
exercise would not appear to be the order of
the day. What with technical difficulties and
the fact that 3MBytes might be a lot of data for
8-bits games but won't go far on the ST, it
seems unlikely that the thing will arrive soon —

8§ ST FORMAT

it at all.

B Get off my foot dept: tired of all the pushing
and the shoving, the buying and the selling,
the to-ing and the fro-ing, the hurly and the
burly? Well, in that case you won't want to
know about the 16 Bit Computer Show which
takes place on January 12th, 13th and 14th at
the Royal Horticultural Halls, will you? And
you have no desire to be told that tickets cost
a reasonable £2 and can be reserved by
calling 0726 68020, have you? So we won't tell
you. No, you had your chance...

B Trivia dept: a recent West German study
shows that the Atari SM124 menitor emits the
smallest electro-magnetic field of all those
tested. So the next time you're discussing
electro-magnetic physics with your chums (oh
yeah?), you've got a handy — yet impressive
snippet — to wow them with.

W Oops Dept: last month we published a
snippet detailing Voxel Software -
unfortunately, we printed the wrong telephone
number. The correct one: 01 452 1916. A
slapped wrist and apologies all round.



Spectrum (tape) £0.99
S]}t.'t'tl‘llllt [{lisc'} £14.99
Amstrad CPC (tape) £9.99

Amstrad CPC ((lisc) £14.99
Com rn(uluru b4 {I‘.(‘lpu} £9.99
(..Ulllrlltnltu‘u ‘)4 {(.li..‘.‘l..'} &:Izct')"}
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As the ]mnple of the Hlnuc]w_\'cll awake to a

new ;]awn, t]wy fin;] a stranger in their midst

- frmn one m( many races lw Ims come. His
tasle; to halt the demon that lies dormant

within the Castle of the B[uu(]w'\'cil,

Unification of the L‘r)'sta]:‘- of Sanguis will
secure l]n: ];L‘!l{,"ll]{)tll in lni\_-‘- Iﬂir for all
eternity. Should lln."v remain separate, then
he shall rise to I)ringf darkness into the

W[}l’] l'.l .

This unigue r{l]e-pla}‘ing’ Iania:‘-y game allows
greater interaction with the environment
than has ever been seen before. Argue,
barter, negotiate — even lie tltrnug‘lt yvour
teeth! The l—u“y iinplt.-melltw.l pvrS(nmlilics of
all the characters in B]mu{w_\'cl'l allows a rich
sty]u of ru](:—pl«l:\-’ill;-_‘.f that has nnly been

clreami of.

\Fitl\ one or two p]a‘ver ;:imultalwuus IIIU(EC,
this is the game that vou've been waiting for.
BIontlw_\wll for those that dare!

¢ 1089 MIRRORSOET LTI ewin House, 118 Southwarl Street, London SELOSW Tel: 01-028 1454




COMPUTING

A selection of special deals only available

VvV V VVV VV VvV
POWERP R

Triangle 3.5/5.25” Multidrive
£199. With PC Ditto £249

~ The'King of ST disk drives
e with combined 5.25" and
. 3.5" units and built in PSU.
- Aspecial lead provided
| allows you to use both
4 drives and your internal drive
~ together and the 5.25" drive
is fully 40,/80 track switch-
able. This drive is ideal for
using with PC Ditto or as an economical 2nd & 3rd Drive.

Blitz Turbo £25 For High Speed
Personal Disk Backup

The ultimate personal backup tool that will backup most ST diskettes
(double or single-sided) in a fraction of the time of GEM™ or copy pro-
grams (SS format & copy 23 seconds; DS format & copy 41 seconds!)
External Disk Drive Required.

T9RN Copyright At It is illegal to copy copyrighted material withaut the per-
mmission of the copyright imeners

Printers _
[ We are the Star Specialists We are official

Star LC10 . TR 4] Roland

Star LC10 Colour ............... £199

Star LC 24—10 w299

Star XB 24-

Star XB 24—15

1000 shests of micropert o

of mic aper

and Amiga cable mpep £16

HP Laserjet 2
(LCD] ek 2899

(PostScript wmafﬂe 'ideal for
Pagestream)
Panasonic 11
dual bin laser ppm ............ £1799

NEW! Super A Board 48MB (Hard disk interface and RAM
board available separately for all Mega models)

Upgrade card for Mega 1 & 2 £499
The Super A Board is a complete internal hard disk a
memory solution for the Atanm ST range.

The standard unit comes with :

autobooting hard disk and the space far Call us now for a

up to 2MB of extra RAM*, expandable in price on an Atari

mexnenmlhﬁ Theboardalso Mega System!

features sg%m of EPROMs and €ga system.
Sl bus. Full fitting instructions

vvvvvvvv

Miscellaneous : . =
Hootare Triangle 5.25” Disk Drive £99
Hawk Colibri Scanner ......£399 With PC Ditto £149
Hawk A4 Scanners.............call ; N &
g Kempston Scanner .....£229 mmmmc;ﬂ
IS 720K Eower il teriecee - B0 | usedtoead et PC for.
Drive PC720 KX JOYStCK .. £10 Boomec ebadlep
Only £79.95 | ks el
INCREDIBLE!
© New from Power House © Break Tnangle Turbo 3 Hard
throughs in design and construction
coupled with a brand new 3.5" drive DiSkS
]
e e Triangle Turbo 3 +
competitors, Each drive is fully guar- t
oo i btk K3 48MB Hard Disk £499
Disk Box with 10DS This state-of-the-art 48MB 28ms lightning fast drive from Triangle Free Neodesk
Diskettes with every il ol o et il g o (worth £39) with
Power Drive Order! patible with emulators like PC Ditto, Aladin and Spectre 128, Comes Turbo 3+
complete with instructions, builtin PSU and matching Atari case.




MPUTING

from Power House DIRECT!
Music & Sound

Pro Sound

Designer Gold

£49.95 NEW!

-

The original and the best

synthesis and the RAP
sequencer — a brand new
sample seguencer! Greatly

means that PSD sounds as
good as it looks!

sound sampler system for the
Atari ST now includes Pro Midi
sample player, Pro Light light

enhanced internal routines now

Hot! Hot! Hot! Hot! Hot!

Justin....

Roland Computer music modules

CM-32L /[CM-32P/CM-64/ CFI10/CN-20
Incredible Midi sound modules that use the same LA synthesis sound
sources found in most D-series synths: Multi-Timbral=9, Polyphony=32,
presets=191 etc. etc. + optional PCM module. This is the real thing for
a lot less money than you would think. Call us for amazing prices.

Master Tracks Jnr.
Master Tracks Pro

official ROLAND

Computer Music
dealer

Realtime.........oonenauoe £199

NEODISK 11. SPECIAL OFFER £35
The DeskTop Alternative to GEM.

This fantastic software enhances your GEM desktop with many advanced

features including designer icons,
the ability to run programs directly
from the desktop, a move function,
advanced copy and format routines
and a host of other features
including a full range of keyboard
shortcuts. "10 out of 10"

Mouse Music £199 with MM5000 £249

Y

DOWER
I:i.lousn DIRECT

Power House, the direct sales arm of Power
Computing Ltd - Leaders in peripberals & software
~ is the natural choice for the Atari ST enthusiast,
Highly competitive prices, a wide choice, fast com-

puterised service and the backing of a £2M+ 5 year
old company are just some of the reasons for

. tele-shopping at Power. Large stocks, friendly

receplion and “if it don't work we give you a new
one” are a few more! {

disappointment.

ART & GRAPHICS

Spectrum 512.
Cyber Studio ...

Campuis GALY. ..l e

Gl e
Pagestream ..........cccceeunenee
T g et A e
Wordip' b e e
FirstWord +.......covsencnrninn

Campus Draft.....c.ccooervererns 5

[Typically 30-40% off rrp}
Quantum Paint Gold v2....... £

Software & books

Power are the specialists in serious software & books for the Amiga
enthusiast at prices that are rarely matched by our competitors. Large
stocks of the latest versions and an extensive showroom display avoids

The ultimate in sound samplers for the Atari ST with four chan- .
nel stereo digitiser and unbelievable editing software! Sounds
can be sampled in stereo at up to 44Khz and re-played through
the 4 channel output. Echo, Reverb, Address
Midi, sequencer.....it's all there!
Send for a data sheet today. Order HOTLINE
Can be use with optional 0800 581742
MM5000 midi keyboard and all Free Call ST
midi synths.
Telephone
Sage Accountant ................ £149
Sage Financial Controller.....£399 Rystern dwned
Daatafax ... b v 4
LANGUAGES ETC
POWEr BasIC......ococernnreesviranns £29 Credif Card no.
HisoR:Basic ... i £55
GFA 3 Interpreter ............... £49 O D e A
GFA 3 COMPHr .....oovrermeres £23 .
P e R £129 i e ) e i
Laser C debugger................. £45
Lattice C V5 ....ovovrorovsccmrreers £79 Expiry date T
I';ﬁsoft C iIr;:'tller|aar“\‘att-)r % gg
ersonal Fascal... i
K Resource .. %23 Sgmeut
BEET{ID:CS 2.... ﬁg I would like to order
- Wercs ........... £20
SIGOMN 2 oo eerinnt s £184
UTILITIES
FE e i M o PR
Neodesk H........o.smeermsrussrsens £35 Make cheques payable to
REVOIVET ......ovreersevesnns U i Power Computing Lid
ey el Vel bl e ERNE 2 L)
i e R e T SR 1 A A o/ QI
Rubwlew ...£49 g
PC Ditto... .£79

i e e R e e -

Please send me the

Power House Catalogue P






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































